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BACKGROUND AND
RATIONALE

The African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM),
in collaboration with the Government of Sierra
Leone and a group of development partners,
convened the third Africa High-Level Forum
on South-South and Triangular Cooperation
(HLFSSTrC) in Freetown from 7 to 9 May 2025.
This premier continental platform provided
a timely and strategic expose to African
APRM national
partners to consolidate Africa’s agency and
elevate the voice of the Global South in shaping
a more just and multipolar international order.
Hosted under the esteemed patronage of His
Excellency Dr. Julius Maada Bio, President of
Sierra Leone, the Forum gathered more than
700 participants, including 200 international

countries, structures and

leaders, civil
private sector

policy makers, government

society, youth, academics,

actors, and development partners.

The Forum convened at a time of significant

geopolitical transformation, with increasing
calls to reform global financial systems,
promote  multilateralism, and  address

historical inequalities and youth challenges.
Through inclusive dialogue and collaborative
engagement, the HLFSSTrC
strengthen solidarity across the Global South,
sustainable  development, and
innovations with Africa’s

aimed to

advance
align governance
development blueprints.
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OBJECTIVES AND THEME OF
DISCUSSION

Guided by the overarching theme, “The Role
of the Global South in Reshaping the New
International Order,” the Forum focussed on
eight strategic themes

The principal objectives were to:

e To reposition Africa and the Global South
as key stakeholders in global decision-
making.

e To accelerate the implementation of
Agenda 2063 and the SDGs through South-
South andTriangular Cooperation (SSTrC).

e To institutionalise SSTrC at the national
level through policy and governance
frameworks.

e To showcase of the African youth, women

and Civil Society role in promoting SSTrC in

Africa and beyond.




THEMATIC SESSIONS AND KEY
TAKEAWAYS

AFRICAN PEER REVIEW MECHANISM (APRM)

Thesessionalsoadvocatedforthe development
of region-specific credit rating methodologies,

strengthened governance of sovereign debt,
a. Geopolitical Transformation and the

and strategic partnerships—particularly with
Global Financial Architecture gc p PSP y

India, Brazil, and China—to enable knowledge
Deliberations under this theme centred on | transfer, build institutional
Africa position on the shifting of the global
financial systems and the need to redefine
risk, value, and sovereignty from an African
perspective. The launch of the African Credit
Rating Agency (AfCRA) was signalled as a key

moment for countering long-standing biases in

capacity, and

enhance Africa’s financial credibility.

traditional credit assessments that undervalue

African resilience and reform trajectories.

Participants called for strong continental
ownership of AfCRA, rooted in African Union

structures, and urged Member States to

support its operationalization through political,

technical, and financial commitment.

RECOMMENDED ACTIONSTO ADVANCE FINANCIAL SOVEREIGNTY THROUGH AfCRA

1. Formalize AfCRA’s governance framework, ensuring it is rooted in AU continental
institutions and reflects regional realities.

2. Develop Africa-specific credit rating methodologies, emphasizing resilience, reform, and
long-term potential rather than short-term political volatility.

3. Establish a joint AU-APRM monitoring and reporting platform for financial credibility, fiscal
health, and inclusive growth across Member States.

4. Link AfCRA's work to regional security and development strategies, particularly in fragile
regions like the Sahel, to integrate peace and finance.

5. Leverage SSC partnerships (e.g., with India, Brazil, and China) to build institutional capacity
and knowledge exchange around sovereign credit governance.

6. Launch a continental advocacy campaign to recalibrate Africa's global financial image,
engaging think tanks, private sector actors, and youth.

7. Integrate AfCRA into AU development financing instruments, including the African
Investment Bank and the Africab0 infrastructure fund.

8. Foster digital sovereignty through AU-led digital finance networks that prioritize public
accountability, financial inclusion, and domestic resource mobilization.




HIGH-LEVEL FORUM ON SO|

b. Africa in the G20, BRICS, and Future
Global Governance

African voices called to leverage new
memberships to influence global norms. The
inclusion of the African Union as a permanent
member of the G20 and the accession of Egypt
and Ethiopia to the BRICS+ framework were
acknowledged as milestones for the continent.
Emphasis was placed on the need for a
coordinated AU-led mechanism to articulate
Africa’s positions on global issues such as UN
Security Council reform, trade equity, climate

justice, and debt relief.

Contributions from China and India reaffirmed
South-South solidarity, with both
highlighting shared values of mutual respect

nations

and inclusive development. Recommendations
called for the establishment of a common
continental strategy to guide engagement
with G20 and BRICS, ensuring alignment
with Agenda 2063 and Africa’s development
priorities.

=SOUTH AND
'OPERATION FOR SUSTAIN;} /PWELDFMENT

Building Ecosystems for South-South and
Triangular Cooperation (SSTrC)

The session highlighted the necessity of
institutionalizing SSTrC through legal and policy
reforms, dedicated national agencies, and
enhanced coordination between government
partners.

and development Presentations

from countries such as Rwanda, Somalia,
and Morocco demonstrated how national
SSTrC  institutions—supported by legal
frameworks, dedicated agencies, and inter-
ministerial  coordination—enable  stronger
policy coherence and development impact.
The role of innovation, digital transformation,
and context-driven financing was highlighted
as essential to cooperation initiatives. There
was a call for deeper integration of SSTrC into
particularly

Programmes of

national planning frameworks,
through APRM National
Action, to ensure coherence and long-term
sustainability.



c. Economic Resilience and Multilateral
Development Banks

The Forum showcased how countries like
Uganda, Sierra Leone and Morocco have
embedded SSTrC and Agenda 2063 within
national plans. The centrality of multilateral
partnerships in closing Africa’s estimated
$200- 400 billion development
financing gap was underscored. Experiences
from Uganda and Morocco illustrated how
SSTrC principles have been localized within
national development plans and are driving
progress on
food security. The African Development Bank,
Islamic Development Bank, and UN agencies
presented innovative financing modalities
supporting these efforts. Discussions stressed
the need to align financing frameworks with
Agenda 2063, advance climate adaptation,
and unlock private capital through institutional
reforms,
integration. The case of Sierra Leone's Feed
Salone initiative demonstrated the power of
multi-actor partnerships in driving agricultural
transformation and food system resilience.

annual

infrastructure, education, and

fiscal prudence, and regional

d. Civil Service, Digital Transformation,
and Capacity Building

Anchored in Moonshot 3 of Agenda 2063's
Second Ten-Year Plan, this session explored
how governance reforms and digital innovation
are transforming public service delivery across
Africa. Delegates from Egypt, South Africa,
and Sierra Leone shared country experiences
on institutional
management, and
Leone’s “One-Goal"” portal and integrated data
tracking system were spotlighted as examples
of citizen-centred service delivery.

renewal, performance

e-governance. Sierra

South Africa’s post-APRM
including  digital
frameworks, and whole-of-society models
demonstrated how APRM recommendations
are driving measurable
accountability. The speakers underscored the
need for continuous capacity building, digital
sovereignty, and cross-border collaboration in
the design and deployment of digital public
infrastructure.

review reforms

access, transparency

improvements in



e. Corporate Governance Principles in the
Global South

The launch of the APRM African Principles
and Guidelines on Corporate Governance
was hailed as a key step in benchmarking
across  the
continent. These principles were lauded as
an important benchmark to guide state-

institutional performance

owned enterprises, private sector actors, and
regulatory bodies in fostering inclusive and
ethical development. The session underscored
the need to institutionalize these standards
within  national governance architectures
and APRM reviews, particularly in countries
undergoing political transitions or economic
restructuring. Discussions also highlighted the

potential of corporate governance to enhance

Africa’s investment profile and build trust with
international development partners.
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f. Engagement of Academia, Diaspora,
and Private Sector

Recognising that knowledge production and
innovation are critical levers for development,
this session called for deeper collaboration
with academia and the diaspora, especially in
fostering knowledge economies, innovation
ecosystems, and culturally rooted solutions
for governance and development. Delegates
stressed the value of culturally grounded

research, development  solutions, and
diaspora-led investments in  education,
digital  innovation, and industrialisation.
The Rwanda Cooperation Initiative and

Morocco's International Cooperation Agency
were showcased as models for structured
partnerships with research institutions and
the private sector. Participants recommended
facilitate

institutional frameworks to

incentivise research

diaspora participation,
collaboration, and link academia more directly
to policy implementation.




g. Youth and Women Empowerment

The Forum dedicated significant attention to
inclusive development, affirming the centrality
of youth and women in the sustainability of
SSTrC. Young leaders and women innovators
from across the continent showcased their
contributions to digital food
systems, and civic engagement. Delegates

governance,

called for the institutionalization of a formal
Africa-wide Youth SSTrC Network, with
chapters in all Member States, and supported
by  mentorship
mechanisms, and digital learning platforms.
Gender-responsive budgeting, policy creation,
and monitoring frameworks were proposed to
ensure that SSTrC initiatives are truly inclusive

programmes, funding

and transformative.

Agenda 2063 Exhibition

An interactive exhibition was organized to
highlight milestones and innovations in the
implementation of Agenda 2063. The display
focused on how digital technologies, civil
society engagement, and peer-learning
mechanisms are accelerating progress toward
the continent’s development aspirations. A key
feature of the exhibition was the integration of
South-South andTriangular Cooperation (SSTrC)
themes, illustrating how collaborative efforts
among African nations and partners from
the Global South are driving transformational
change. Youth entrepreneurs, academic think

tanks, and diaspora-led institutions were

AFRICAN PEER REVIEW MECHANISM (APRM)

provided a platform to present homegrown
innovations, policy solutions, and digital tools
aligned with Agenda 2063's strategic goals.
The event also celebrated African excellence
in governance, economic resilience, and social
inclusion through multimedia presentations
Participants were
able to engage directly with prototypes,
digital dashboards, and data-driven platforms
designed to monitor progress on Agenda 2063
targets. The exhibition underscored the role of
inclusive partnerships and knowledge systems
in shaping the continent’s future. Overall, it
offered a space for reflection, networking, and
showecasing Africa’s ingenuity in achieving its
long-term development blueprint.

and interactive booths.
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Declaration of the Forum

The Freetown Declaration, adopted at the
conclusion of the Forum, outlines the following
key commitments:

e Institutionalising SSTrC: Member States

committed to embedding SSTrC within
development plans, APRM
National Programmes of Action, and legal

national

frameworks.

e Operationalising AfCRA: Support was
reaffirmed for the African Credit Rating
Agency to enhance financial credibility and
autonomy.

e Digital Governance: Governments were
urged to inclusive digital
transformation, ensure data sovereignty,
and promote open-source solutions.

e Food Security and Climate Finance: The

accelerate

Declaration welcomed initiatives like
Feed Salone and urged the mobilization
of climate-resilient financing solutions
through SSTrC frameworks.

e Private Sector and Diaspora Engagement:
Emphasis was placed on
diaspora skills and

investments to

leveraging

private  sector

advance SDG-aligned
infrastructure and innovation.

e Inclusive Partnerships: Greater
collaboration was encouraged between
the APRM, UNOSSC, the Saudi Fund for
Development, and African think tanks.

e Youth and Gender Inclusion: Formal calls
were made to institutionalize youth and
women'’s participation in SSTrC initiatives,
and to establish national youth SSTrC

networks.
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Conclusion

The Third HLFSSTrC in Freetown marked
a turning point in Africa’s pursuit of a more
equitable global order. Through bold ideas,
innovative
driven commitments, the Forum reaffirmed
the transformative potential of South-South
and Triangular Cooperation. The Freetown
Declaration stands as a blueprint for translating
solidarity into sovereignty, and aspirations into
action.

partnerships, and consensus-

The HLFSSTrC, stands as a pivotal moment
in Africa’'s ongoing journey to assert its
collective agency and shape a more inclusive,
just, and multipolar world order. The Forum
demonstrated that the continent is not only a
recipient of development but also a source of
innovation, solutions, and leadership in global
governance. Through dynamic exchanges,
strategic partnerships, and
commitments, participants
indispensable role of SSTrC in driving Africa’s
development agenda and bridging disparities
in the global system.

visionary
reaffirmed the

The Freetown Declaration, emerging from
this historic gathering, encapsulates Africa’s
renewed commitment to solidarity, institutional
reform, and people-centred governance.
It offers a pragmatic and forward-looking
framework for translating shared values into
tangible actions and is anchored in African
ownership, policy coherence, and inclusive
development. As the continent advances
toward Agenda 2063 and the Sustainable
Development Goals, the forum reinforced that
SSTrC is not merely a modality of cooperation,
but a transformative strategy for sovereignty,
resilience, and sustainable progress.
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DECLARATION

THE THIRD AFRICA HIGH-LEVEL FORUM ON SOUTH-SOUTH AND
TRIANGULAR COOPERATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

7-9 May 2025 | Freetown, Sierra Leone
PREAMBLE

We, the Heads of State, Government Ministers, senior officials, representatives of the African
Union, Regional Economic Communities, international organisations, multilateral development
banks, the private sector, academia, civil society, youth, and women leaders, convened at the
Third Africa High-Level Forum on South-South and Triangular Cooperation for Sustainable
Development, held from 7-9 May 2025 in Freetown, Republic of Sierra Leone, under the
esteemed patronage of His Excellency Dr. Julius Maada Bio, President of the
Republic of Sierra Leone.

EXPRESS our profound appreciation to the Government and people of Sierra Leone for their
exceptional hospitality, warm welcome and leadership in hosting this historic gatheringwhich is
taking place at a critical juncture in global affairs, marked by geopolitical shifts.

Acknowledge with gratitude the distinguished participation of:

H.E. Dr. Julius Maada Bio, President of the Republic of Sierra Leone

H.E Dr. Mohamed Juldeh Jalloh, Vice-President of the Republic of Sierra Leone

H.E Nadir Larbaoui, Prime Minister of the People’'s Democratic Republic of Algeria, on behalf
of H.E AbdelmadjidTebboune, President of the People's Democratic Republic of Algeria and
Chairperson of the APR Forum of Heads of State and Government

Hon. Samuel Okudzeto Ablakwa, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ghana on behalf of H.E John
Mahama, President of the Republic of Ghana

H.E Manssour Bin Mussallam, Secretary-General of the
Organisation of Southern Cooperation

Ministers, ambassadors, senior officials, academics and experts from Algeria, Benin, Chad,
China, Congo DRC, Cote d'lvoire, Djibouti, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gambia, Germany, Ghana, India,
Kenya, Mauritania, Morocco, Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone,
Somalia, South Africa, Tanzania, Tunisia, Uganda, Zambia, and representatives of the African
Union Commission, African Development Bank, Islamic Development Bank, World Food
Programme, UN Agencies, Saudi Fund for Development, United Nations Development
Programme, Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, Organisation of
Southern Cooperation, APRM national structures , and civil society organizations.
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RECALL the Heads of State Decision at the 32nd Summit of the APR Forum of Heads of State and
Government in February 2023 on the key outcomes of the Second High-Level Forum on South-
South andTriangular Cooperation for Sustainable Development which took place in Kampala from
15-17 January 2024 and the Proposal of the Government of Sierra Leone to host the Third Africa
High-Level Forum on South-South and Triangular Cooperation Forum in Freetown, Republic of
Sierra Leone.

WELCOME WITH GRATITUDE the efforts of the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM), the
African Union Commission, the Islamic Development Bank, the United Nations Development
Programme, the African Development Bank, the Organisation of Southern Cooperation, the
Deutsche Gesellschaft flr Internationale Zusammenarbeit office to the African Union, the African
Union Economic and Social Council, the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation and
other strategic partners for collaborating in convening the Third Africa High-Level Forum on South-
South andTriangular Cooperation in Freetown from 7-9 May 2025;

REAFFIRM the Buenos Aires Plan of Action (1978), the Doha Declaration (2005), the Nairobi
outcome document (2009), and the outcome document of the Second High Level UN Conference
on South-South Cooperation (BAPA+40) (2019) as foundational frameworks guiding the
advancement and institutionalization of South-South and Triangular Cooperation in Africa.

RECOGNISE the vital role of South-South and Triangular Cooperation in driving the
implementation of the African Union's Agenda 2063: “The Africa We Want” and the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), and ACKNOWLEDGE that it serves not as a substitute for, but as a
strategic complement to, North-South Cooperation.1

WELCOME the achievements of key cooperation platforms and multilateral engagements,
including the 2023 Africa Second High-Level Forum on South-South Cooperation, the 2024 Forum
on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) Summit, the 2024 Tokyo International Conference on African
Development (TICAD), and the India-Brazil- South Africa (IBSA) Economic Cooperation Dialogue,
among others.

RECALL the United Nations System-Wide Strategy on South-South andTriangular Cooperation for
Sustainable Development (2020-2024) as a key instrument for enhancing coherence across UN
support to South-South andTriangular Cooperation, particularly in Africa, and ACKNOWLEDGE the
ongoing development of its successor strategy under the leadership of the United Nations Office
for South-South Cooperation as vital to shaping the next phase of global development cooperation.

RECOGNISE the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) as a Pan-African, homegrown institution
committed to promoting good governance and supporting Member States in implementing and
monitoring key governance priorities at the national level, which plays an important role in tracking
progress on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Agenda 2063, while also serving
as an early warning mechanism to prevent conflict and advance peace and stability across the
continent.
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NOTE WITH DEEP CONCERN the intensifying global challenges, shifting geopolitical dynamics,
and mounting threats to the multilateral system, compounded by the severe impacts of climate
change on African livelihoods; and ACKNOWLEDGE the shared global responsibility to leverage
the full potential of South-South and Triangular Cooperation in advancing Africa’s aspirations for
peace, prosperity, inclusion, and resilience.

ACKNOWLEDGE the commitment made at COP29 to triple annual climate finance to USD 300
billion by 2035; however, EXPRESS concerns that this falls significantly short of Africa’s estimated
annual need of USD 1.3 trillion to effectively address adaptation and mitigation challenges.

COMMEND the theme of the Third High-Level Forum on South-South andTriangular Cooperation
in Freetown which addressed “The Role of the Global South in Reshaping the New International
Order” for highlighting the achievements, challenges, and transformative potential of South-South
and Triangular Cooperation as Africa and the Global South navigate a rapidly evolving geopolitical
landscape and advance calls for reform of the global financial architecture.

ACKNOWLEDGE the key objectives of the Forum and thematic areas of focus including:

1. The significance of South-South and Triangular Cooperation in advancing the Second Ten-
Year Implementation plan of Agenda 2063, particularly within the evolving context of the G20,
BRICS, and broader global transformation processes.

2. Assessing the current transformation of the global financial architecture and its implications
for Africa, including the establishment of the African Credit Rating Agency, blended finance,
and public-private partnerships;

3. Advancing the implementation of the BAPA+40 outcome document across African countries;

4. Building robust national ecosystems for South South andTriangular Cooperation, aligned with
the African Peer Review Mechanism and AU good governance frameworks;

5. Strengthening partnerships with countries of the Global South to address shared challenges in
governance, food security, health, education, and industrialization; and

6. Providing a continental platform for youth and young women to showcase domestic initiatives
aligned with the Sustainable Development Goals and Agenda 2063;

T A/RES/79/236
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HEREBY DECLARE THAT:

ON GEOPOLITICAL TRANSFORMATIONS AND THE NEW GLOBAL FINANCIAL
ARCHITECTURE

RECOGNISE the current geopolitical shifts as a strategic opportunity for Africa and the broader
Global South to assume a more assertive and coordinated role in shaping multilateral outcomes,
and WELCOME the continued support from Global South partners—such as China and India—for
African candidatures in international organisations, as a step toward fostering a more equitable
global order and addressing historical injustices against the African continent.

WELCOME the attribution of a permanent seat for the African Union in the G20 under India’s
2023 presidency, and the inclusion of Egypt and Ethiopia in the BRICS framework, as tangible steps
toward strengthening Africa’s voice, visibility, and influence in global governance structures.

REAFFIRM the imperative of Africa speaking with one voice on pressing global issues— including
UN Security Council reform, trade, climate justice, and debt restructuring—in order to advance
a more inclusive, equitable, and rules-based international order grounded in solidarity, mutual
respect, and shared responsibility.

RECOGNISE Agenda 2063’s role in sustaining peace and good governance as prerequisites for
inclusive development, and ACKNOWLEDGE that sustainable development cannot take root
without institutional stability, citizen trust, and regional cooperation.

COMMIT to consolidating African-led peace initiatives—including stabilisation efforts— into a
coherent continental peace and security architecture that prevents conflict, promotes justice, and
reinforces the nexus between governance, peace, and development.

COMMIT to promoting a new global financial architecture grounded in justice and self-
determination, and WELCOME the launch of the African Credit Rating Agency (AfCRA) as a major
milestone in advancing Africa’s financial sovereignty and a strategic response to the structural
biases in traditional credit rating systems; and CALL ON African Union Member States to support
its further development to enhance creditworthiness, advocate for debt cancellation, curb illicit
financial flows through stronger governance and transparency, and invest in skills development
aligned with labour market needs.

EMPHASISE the importance of African-led solutions that promote fairer access to capital and
reduce the cost of borrowing, and AGREE on the need to scale up alternative financing models—
including South-South trust funds, Islamic finance, blended finance, and domestic resource
mobilisation—to bridge Africa’s annual $402 billion development financing gap and achieve Agenda
2063 and the SDGs.

11



AFRICAN PEER REVIEW MECHANISM (APRM)

CALL ON AU Member States to further prioritise and leverage South-South and Triangular
Cooperation as a strategic mechanism to close financing gaps for Agenda 2063 implementation,
and to strengthen partnerships with multilateral institutions— such as the Islamic Development
Bank and the African Development Bank—to mobilise resources, deepen Global South
collaboration, and expand access to development solutions.

ON BUILDING A NATIONAL ECOSYSTEM FOR SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION AND
BUILDING ECONOMIC RESILIENCE FOR AGENDA 2063

RECOGNISE the efforts by African countries to nurture capacity development programmes for
enhancing national ecosystems for South-South and Triangular Cooperation, supported by the
Islamic Development Bank, United Nations entities, and other development partners, and URGE
broader institutionalisation across the continent.

WELCOME the significant steps taken by African countries—including Algeria, Egypt, Kenya,
Morocco, Nigeria, Rwanda, and South Africa—to institutionalise South-South Cooperation
agenciesatthe nationallevel,and URGE all African countries to strengthen peer learning, knowledge
exchange, and cultural cooperation to deepen the bonds that unite the Global South in a spirit of
solidarity, equality, and shared commitment to sustainable development.

CALL FOR the systematic embedding of South-South and Triangular Cooperation into national
governance systems—through policy, legal, and institutional frameworks including national
development plans and APRM National Programmes of Action—to ensure coherence,
sustainability, and measurable impact.

RECOGNISE the imperative of aligning South-South and Triangular Cooperation with national
development priorities and domestic resource mobilisation strategies, supported by robust
monitoring and evaluation mechanisms.

ENCOURAGE the establishment of interministerial coordination structures and cross- sectoral
mechanisms to ensure alignment with both national and regional priorities, COMMIT to integrating
shared governance tools—such as the APRM Corporate Governance Guidelines—into national
systems, and WELCOME partnership opportunities between the Organisation of Southern
Cooperation (OSC) and APRM.

ENCOURAGE the Republic of Sierra Leone to take a leading role in institutionalising South-
South andTriangular Cooperation modalities at the national level and to champion the continental
adoption of APRM Corporate Governance Principles.

ENCOURAGE the APRM and the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation to strengthen
collaboration on knowledge management and the exchange of best practices across the
Global South.

12
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URGE African countries to develop innovative financing approaches to accelerate the
implementation of Agenda 2063 and the SDGs—mobilising catalytic resources, expanding the
use of blended finance instruments, and leveraging South-South Trust Funds to support initiatives
in agriculture, health, digitalisation, and climate resilience.

COMMEND the growing role of emerging development partners from the Global South— including
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia—whose Saudi Fund for Development is contributing to food security,
climate resilience, entrepreneurship, and youth empowerment initiatives across Africa, and
ENCOURAGE the development of partnerships between the APRM and the Saudi Fund for
Development to support the implementation of APRM National Plans of Action and Agenda 2063
governance priorities.

WELCOME initiatives such as Feed Salone, championed by the African Development Bank,
which advance food security, strengthen resilience to shocks and disasters, and promote modern
agricultural practices in alignment with Agenda 2063, the SDGs, and the Comprehensive Africa
Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP).

ENCOURAGE African countries to foster South-South and Triangular Cooperation to enhance
food security and climate-resilient agriculture, building on the Post-Malabo CAADP as a guiding
framework for effective governance in the agricultural sector.

RECOGNISE the importance of leveraging Africa’s engagement with multilateral institutions to
mobilise investment in agricultural infrastructure and food systems, and CALL ON governments,
development partners, UN agencies, private investors, and national policymakers to align financing
and medium-term expenditure frameworks accordingly, while inviting civil society and academia to
champion digital tools for real- time progress monitoring.

ACKNOWLEDGE the efforts of African countries to advance the implementation of Agenda
2063 regional integration initiatives, including Algeria's commitment to enhancing national
railway infrastructure as part of broader continental connectivity goals; and WELCOME Algeria’s
leadership, as Chair of the APRM Forum, in promoting strengthened economic cooperation and
governance across the continent.

ON FOSTERING CIVIL SERVICE DELIVERY, DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION AND CAPACITY
BUILDING INTHE GLOBAL SOUTH

COMMEND the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) for its efforts in promoting peer learning
and benchmarking to strengthen governance and service delivery in line with Moonshot 3 of
Agenda 2063, WELCOME the Sierra Leone—Egypt collaboration on civil service reform as a model
of effective partnership, and CALLON Global South countries to institutionalise such mechanisms to
share experience and advance capacity building, policy alignment, and governance transformation.

RECOGNISE that digital transformation must be anchored in inclusive governance and institutional
innovation, URGE governments to embed digital reforms in public sector strategies that ensure
interoperability, equity, and citizen-responsive service delivery, CALL ON Member States to
advance e-government platforms to rebuild public trust, and HIGHLIGHT the role of South-South
cooperation in accelerating this transformation through peer learning, joint capacity building, and
shared digital solutions.

13
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AFFIRM that digital technologies offer a powerful means to overcome structural barriers in
public service delivery, financial inclusion, and education, and COMMEND Sierra Leone’s “One-
Goal"” platform as a model of citizen-centered innovation, while COMMITTING to scale up digital
infrastructure, promote open-source solutions, and protect data sovereignty and equitable

access—especially for marginalised and rural communities.

WELCOME the establishment of the Africa Facility to Support Inclusive Transitions (AFSIT) as a
strong example of South-South andTriangular Cooperation in advancing governance, democracy,
and institutional resilience across the continent, and ENCOURAGE closer collaboration between
AFSIT and the APRM to jointly support countries in transition by promoting inclusive dialogue
platforms and investing in locally driven solutions that foster transparency, accountability, and citizen
trust during periods of transition.

ON EMPOWERING AFRICANS IN THE DIASPORA, THINK TANKS, AND PRIVATE
SECTORTO PROMOTE GOOD GOVERNANCE INTHE GLOBAL SOUTH

WELCOME the active engagement of Africa’s diaspora, civil society, and global networks in
amplifying the continent’s voice and advancing unified positions on South-South and Triangular
Cooperation and AFFIRM the vital role of think tanks in delivering rigorous research, evidence-
based policy advice, and monitoring mechanisms to strengthen governance and accountability.

WELCOME the imperative of fostering partnerships among African schools of government—
including the Kenya School of Government—to strengthen civil service capacity and professionalism
and CALL FOR deeper coordination among Southern academic institutions to advance human
capital development and knowledge exchange across the Global South.

ENCOURAGE the active engagementofAfrica’s private sector to expand public-private collaboration,
catalyze investment in digital infrastructure and innovation, and promote the meaningful participation
of women in trade and entrepreneurship, including through the effective implementation of the
AfCFTA.

ON ACCELERATINGYOUTH AND WOMEN'S ROLE IN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN
THE GLOBAL SOUTH

REAFFIRM the centrality of youth and women in South-South and Triangular Cooperation as
co-creators of innovative, context-specific solutions and as leaders of today, not merely the
future; and RECOGNISE Africa's demographic dividend—anchored in its vibrant and growing
youth population and the transformative potential of women—as a strategic asset for
driving sustainable development, fostering inclusive governance, and shaping equitable global
partnerships.

WELCOME the momentum toward a formal Youth South-South Network; CALL FOR structured
mechanisms to integrate youth perspectives into policymaking and innovation ecosystems; and
URGE the operationalisation of gender-responsive protocols under the African Continental Free
Trade Areaandacross national economic strategies to reduce barriers to trade and entrepreneurship
for women and youth in Africa.
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RECOGNISE the critical role of civil society organizations, academia, and grassroots movements in
empowering youth and women as key agents of sustainable development across the Global South;
CALL FOR stronger, cross-sectoral partnerships to amplify their voices, track progress on gender
and youth commitments, and co-design inclusive policies and programs; and ENCOURAGE the
creation of enabling policy and legal frameworks that protect civic space and foster youth and
women leadership and innovation at all levels.

IN CONCLUSION, WE

URGE the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) to take the necessary steps to operationalise
all the above declarations and commitments, ensuring effective coordination, follow-up, and
integration within national and continental governance frameworks.

REITERATE our deepest appreciation to the Government and people of Sierra Leone for their
exemplary leadership andwarm hospitality ANDTHANK our international partners for their technical
and financial support, reflecting the spirit of genuine solidarity.

ENDORSE the Freetown Declaration on South-South and Triangular Cooperation for Sustainable
Development, calling for concrete commitments, measurable targets, and a robust accountability
framework, including an annual implementation scorecard.

AGREE to reconvene at the 4th Africa High-Level Forum in 2027 to assess progress, share
lessons, and reaffirm our collective commitment to realize “The AfricaWWe\Want"” and a global order
we all deserve.

Freetown, 9 May 2025.
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